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VOTE OF THANKS SPEECH: HOD MOKHESI 

10 DECEMBER 2015, LOURIER PARK 

EVENT: LAUNCH OF HOUSING PROGRAMME FOR MILITARY VETERANS 

 

I stand here fresh out of words that can express this gratitude befittingly.  

The inadequacy results from the fact that the event we are to express gratitude for is beyond 

the words THANK YOU, OR RE YA LEBOHA.  

The gratitude to be expressed for the commitment to the course, the shared vision that 

strongly guided those that fought for the liberation of the contry towards present day 

democracy, cannot be summed up in words of any number. This is too overwhelming to be 

expressed in words not any other act- simply inconceivable.  

Those that fought the battle had to do so against their sole existence on this earth, and yet, 

they toiled and soldiered on despite high possibilities of paying the ultimate price. This was 

not a mere threat, but a daily reality that they lived to witnesse as one after another of their 

comrades and heroes sang their final farewell song to the gallows. Of these I site Solomon 

Mahlangu’s words: Tell my people that I love them and that they must continue the struggle. 

My Blood will nourish the Tree that will bear the Fruits of Freedom. 

I cannot place myself in the footsteps of those who had to face the dark nights, turning their 

backs on what was familiar homeland to walk into unknown lands with trepidation – only to 

proceed on hope and faith for the ultimate but unpromised prize - democracy. 

 

Honourable Premier, allow me to break protocol and start with acknowledging and thanking 

our Military Veterans, the men and women whose character and dedication could be 

summed in the quote by Nelson Mandela: 

“I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave 
man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.” 
 

Honourable Premier 

Honurable Ministers and Deputy Ministers  

Honourable MECs 

Honourable Mayors, Speakers, Chief Whips and Councillors 

My colleagues Heads of Department 

Municipal Managers 

Officials and contractors and all who worked tirelessly to make this event – from foundation 

to this moment a success, your effort is not in vain.  
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We have achieved one of the basic rghts for humanity – a home.  Without a home there can 

never be a family, an individual, a community nor a society and a country. Without a proper 

and befitting home, you have a broken individual and an effect that replicates itself 

throughout the society creating a dysfunctional society. 

Our utmost gratitude goes to all whose vision and commitment to the course, whose 

willingness to take the baton and carry on the aspirations of our forebearers’ brought us to 

this astounding moment. 

I cannot single out anyone as this is a collective effort that stems from a common vision and 

shared purpose towards appreciation of those who have served selflessly. It is a collective 

effort and vision to build a South Africa that we all aspire to have – a just, equal, stable, 

happy and progressive South Africa. 

Together we move South Africa forward. 

Re ya hlasela. We deliver 

We thank you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


